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Welcome to the Sixteenth Annual 
Arizona Poetry Out Loud State Finals. 
This event is the culmination of months of 
participation by high school students and 
teachers from communities throughout the 
state of Arizona. Over 10,000 high school 
students participate in this yearly pro- 
gram. Those of you here to witness today’s 
recitations are in for a rare treat. 

 
Many of you already know what we are 
about to experience. Witnessing students 
recite poems of their choosing is quite 
amazing. Through the commitment and 
dedication of their teachers, students who 
participate in Poetry Out Loud build public 
speaking skills and learn about their liter- 
ary heritage. 

 
To the students who are here today 
to compete: Congratulations on your 
accomplishment. What you have achieved, 
representing your schools and regions 
at the state finals, is no small feat. 

 
To the parents and teachers who 
accompanied students today: Thank you 
for your commitment to instilling skills that 
will live with these students beyond today 
and beyond this program. 

To our partners who make the program 
possible: Your dedication to serving 
Arizona residents and communities is 
remarkable. Thank you for the opportuni- 
ties you have helped amplify for Arizona’s 
young people. 

 
To the audience: Poetry Out Loud is one 
of many arts programs in our state that 
deliver the benefits of arts education to 
young people. Through these programs, 
students can improve academic perfor- 
mance, demonstrate greater leadership 
and social skills, and develop advanced 
creative problem solving. Such programs 
are made possible thanks to funding from 
the State of Arizona and the National En- 
dowment for the Arts. If this program and 
others like it are important to you, your 
family, and your community, we encourage 
you to thank your state legislators and 
congressional representatives for their 
continued support. 

 
Finally, it is with great gratitude that we 
thank you for tuning in to this year’s State 
Finals. 

 

The board and staff of the 
Arizona Commission on the Arts 

Welcome 



 
 

Welcome to the 16th Annual 
Arizona Poetry Out Loud State Finals 
Monday, March 15, 2021 
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Broadcast 

Host 
Tomás Stanton, Phonetic Spit 

Guest Performances 
Annika Clark, Edgardo Aguilar, Hunter Hazelton,  
Sophie Weinzinger 

 

 
Welcome 

Guest Performance 

First Round 

Break 

Guest Performance 

Second Round 

Guest Performance 

Announcement of Top Finalists 

Final Round 

Announcement of State Champion 
and Runner-Up 

Recitation Schedule 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Regional Coordinators 
Central Region: M. McDonough, Coordinator of 
Outreach Programs at Virginia G. Piper Center for 
Creative Writing, Arizona State University 

Northern Region: Andie Francis, Faculty, English 
Department at Northern Arizona University 

Southern Region: Gema Ornelas, Education Programs 
Coordinator at University of Arizona Poetry Center 

Judges 
Annika Clark 
 
Cymelle Edwards 
 
Edgardo Aguilar 
 
Hunter Hazelton 
 
Kelsi Vanada 
 
Kristen Nelson 
 
Sophie Weinzinger 
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Zane Killian 
Dobson Montessori High School 
Central Region 
 
“Say This” by Lucia Perillo 
“The Good-Morrow” by John Donne 
“Insomnia” by Dana Gioia 
 

 

Chariot Wadell 
Herberger Young Scholars Academy 
Central Region 
 
“Caged Bird” by Maya Angelou 
“The Mothering Blackness” by Maya Angelou 
“I, Too” by Langston Hughes 

 

Isabella Constante 
Sedona Red Rock High School 
Northern Region 
 
“To have without holding” by Marge Piercy 
“Sestina: Like” by A. E. Stallings 
“April Midnight” by Arthur Symons 
 

 

Lucia Iurino 
The Gregory School 
Southern Region 
 
“April Midnight” by Arthur Symons 
“La Figlia che Piange” by T.S. Eliot 
“El Olvido” by Judith Ortiz Cofer 

 

Sydney Ashby 
Herberger Young Scholars Academy 
Central Region 
 
“Beautiful Wreckage” by W.D. Ehrhart 
“Sonnet 15: When I consider everything that grows” by William 
Shakespeare 
“A Noiseless Patient Spider” by Walt Whitman 
 

 

Student Finalists 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Arabella Licher 
Sedona Red Rock High School 
Northern Region 
 
“Envy” by Mary Lamb 
“Caged Bird” by Maya Angelou 
“Tomorrow” by Dennis O'Driscoll 

 

Aliyah Chutkan 
Xavier College Prep 
Central Region 
 
“Advice to a Prophet” by Richard Wilbur 
“Cartoon Physics, part 1” by Nick Flynn 
“No, I wasn’t meant to love and be loved” by Mirza Asadullah Khan 
Ghalib 

 

Anya Moseke 
Tucson High Magnet School 
Southern Region 
 
“Eve Revisited” by Alison Hawthorne Deming 
“An Apology For Her Poetry” by Duchess of Newcastle Margaret 
Cavendish 
“Bright star, would I were stedfast as thou art” by John Keats 

 

Karen Jie 
The Gregory School 
Southern Region 
 
“Where the Wild Things Go” by D. Gilson 
“One Hundred Love Sonnets: XVII” by By Pablo Neruda 
“’Hope’ is the thing with feathers – (314)” by Emily Dickinson 

 

Brett Clancy 
Coconino High School 
Northern Region 
 
“Confessions” by Robert Browning 
“The Donkey” by G. K. Chesterton 
“Acquainted with the Night” by Robert Frost 

 

Student Finalists 



About Poetry Out Loud 
 

Poetry Out Loud is a national poetry recitation 
contest for high school students that begins in 
the classroom and culminates with the Poetry Out 
Loud National Finals in Washington DC. By invit- 
ing the dynamic aspects of slam poetry, spoken 
word, and theatre into the English class, Poetry 
Out Loud encourages the nation’s youth to learn 
about great poetry by studying, memorizing, 
and performing some of the most influential and 
timeless poems of the English language. Through 
Poetry Out Loud, students can master public 
speaking skills, build self-confidence, and learn 
about their literary heritage. 

 
A program of the National Endowment for 
the Arts and The Poetry Foundation, Poetry 
Out Loud is delivered in all 50 states and three 
territories through partnerships with State Arts 
Agencies. The Arizona Poetry Out Loud program 
is managed and supported by the Arizona Com- 
mission on the Arts. 

 
Participation in Arizona Poetry Out Loud contin- 
ues to grow with over 10,000 students in commu- 
nities throughout the state participating in the 
program each year. 

 
School finalists compete at one of three regional 
competitions: Central, Northern and Southern. 
Finalists will be selected at each regional compe- 
tition to advance to the State Finals where they 
will compete for the title of Arizona Poetry Out 
Loud State Champion. The winner of this year’s 
Arizona Poetry Out Loud State Finals will receive 
$200 and the winner’s school library will receive 
a $500 stipend for the purchase of poetry books. 
The second place finalist will receive $100, with 
$200 for their school library. 

 
In addition, the Arizona Poetry Out Loud State 
Champion will compete at the National Finals. 
The Poetry Out Loud National Finals will award 
a total of $50,000 in scholarships and school sti- 
pends, with a $20,000 college scholarship for the 
Poetry Out Loud National Champion. 

 
Contest Structure and Evaluation Criteria. 
Arizona Poetry Out Loud includes three levels of 
competition: School Finals, Regional Competi- 
tions and the State Finals. 

School Finals. Each participating high school 
held a school contest at the end of their Poetry 
Out Loud unit or program. The top scoring stu- 
dents from each school final advanced to their 
region’s competition. 

 
Regional Competitions. Students competed at 
three regional competitions: Central, Northern, 
and Southern. At each regional competition, stu- 
dents recited two to three poems; the scores of 
these poems were tallied and the students with 
the highest scores advanced to the state finals. 

 
State Finals. Students—from each region—will 
perform recitations in tonight’s event. Each stu- 
dent will recite two poems, one in each of the 
first two rounds. The scores of these two recita- 
tions will be tallied and the four students with 
the highest scores will recite a third poem in a 
final round of recitations. The score of the third 
poem will be added to each of the students’ 
first set of scores. The highest scoring student 
will be named the Arizona State Champion; the 
second highest scoring student, the First Place 
Runner-up. 

 
Scoring in Poetry Out Loud is cumulative 
between judges’ scores and from round to round, 
however scores from previous competitions do 
not carry over to subsequent contests. 

 
Each student will be evaluated on a scale from 
one (weak) to six (outstanding) using the fol- 
lowing criteria: Physical Presence, Voice and 
Articulation, Dramatic Appropriateness, and 
Evidence of Understanding. Overall Perfor- 
mance will be evaluated on a scale from one to 
nine. Additionally, a maximum of eight points will 
be assigned for accuracy. 

 
For more information on Poetry Out Loud, visit 
www.poetryoutloud.org or www.azarts.gov/ 
pol. 

http://www.poetryoutloud.org/
http://www.azarts.gov/
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State Poetry Champion to Attend UA in Fall 
2019 Arizona State Poetry Out Loud Champion, Edgardo Aguilar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As the 2019 Arizona Poetry Out Loud champion, Edgardo Aguilar competed on the national 
stage in Washington, D.C. Poetry Out Loud challenges high school students to memorize and 
recite their favorite poems. 

By Alexis Blue | Originally published in UANews, 
August 20, 2019 

Before Edgardo Aguilar knew about the likes of 
William Yeats and Maya Angelou, he fell in love 
with the poetry of musical artists such as Tupac, 
Bob Dylan and Wu-Tang Clan. 

Now, as he pens his own poetry, he draws 
inspiration from a diverse group of musicians and 
poets, from Johnny Cash to Pink Floyd and The 
Notorious B.I.G. to William Shakespeare. 

“My interest in poetry really stems from hip-hop,” 
said 18-year-old Aguilar. “I’ve always been very 
fond of hip-hop music and big lyricists, like Nas 
or Rakim – people that know how to put a spin on 
words. They’re poets in their own way; the only 
difference is they write a beat on top of it.” 

Aguilar is Arizona’s 2019 Poetry Out Loud cham- 
pion, while led to him representing the state at 
the national finals of the poetry recitation compe- 
tition in Washington, D.C., last spring. 

This fall, he will enroll as a freshman at the Uni- 
versity of Arizona, which is home to one of the 
nation’s most extensive collections of contempo- 
rary poetry. 

Aguilar was a senior at Desert View High School 
in Tucson when he first learned about Poetry Out 
Loud, a competition through the National En- 
dowment for the Arts, the Poetry Foundation and 
state arts agencies that challenges high school 
students to memorize and recite their favorite 
poems. Participants are judged on memorization, 

stage presence, articulation and style, among 
other things. 

Aguilar recited two poems for his schoolwide 
competition: “It Would be Nice if With the New 
Year,” by Chicano-American poet Jimmy Santia- 
go Baca; and “Nude Descending a Staircase,” by 
American poet X. J. Kennedy. Aguilar took first 
place and advanced to the regional competition, 
held at the UA Poetry Center. 

Although Aguilar lives near campus with his 
father, regionals marked his first visit to the 
award-winning UA Poetry Center – a place he 
imagines he’ll return to as a student. 

“I know if I need a spot to get my mind straight 
and get away from it all, it will probably be 
there,” he said. 

Aguilar placed second in regionals, where the 
first three finishers earned a spot in the state 
competition in Phoenix. There, he added a third 
poem to his repertoire – “A Song: Lying is an 
Occupation,” by 18th-century Irish poet Laetitia 
Pilkington. 

Aguilar beat out eight competitors to become 
the 2019 Arizona Poetry Out Loud champion and 
was invited to compete in the national finals in 
Washington, D.C. 

His journey to the capital, which he made with 
his stepfather and Advanced Placement English 
teacher, was not without hiccups. 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

Aguilar’s bag didn’t make it onto his connecting 
flight and arrived several hours after Aguilar did. 
And shortly before he took the stage to recite 
his first poem, he was hit with a vertigo spell; he’s 
dealt with the periodic dizziness episodes for a 
few years now. 

However, the good far outweighed any bad, and 
even though Aguilar was eliminated after the 
first of three rounds for memorization errors, the 
experience – which also included a tour of the U.S. 
Capitol and meeting Arizona Sens. Martha McSal- 
ly and Kyrsten Sinema – is one he’ll never forget. 

“The best part of the competition was after the 
competition,” he recalled. “That night, after the 
final round, we had an after-party, and after the 
after-party we went down to the basement of the 
hotel and we had our own poetry slam. All the 
competitors who were able to make it got into 
a circle and we all just kind of vibed. The energy 
from that was crazy. Midnight came around and 
we had to leave, but it didn’t end there. We went 
out into the hallway nearby and kept doing what 
we were doing until 5 o’clock in the morning.” 

Aguilar says that, to him, poetry is a way to make 
sense of chaos in the world. And as someone 
who was very shy as a child, it’s also helped give 
him a voice. 

“I needed to get involved in something to 
express myself in other ways, because it’s hard 
for me to express myself just speaking,” he said. 
“With poetry, you can express yourself freely, 
no judgment, and you can really reminisce and 
self-reflect.” 

Aguliar said that as a child he didn’t expect to go 
to college, thinking he’d become a plumber like 
his father. The oldest of four siblings, he would 
be the first in his immediate family to earn a 
college degree. 

Now, he looks forward to starting at the UA, and 
while he’s not yet chosen a major, he’s eager to 
enroll in creative writing and poetry classes when 
he can. In the meantime, he plans to continue 
writing poetry in his free time. 

“I’m focusing on my general education now, and 
that will give me time to develop my tone and 
my style for my writing,” he said. “It’s really about 
finding myself.” 

The Arizona State Champion will 
compete at the Poetry Out Loud 
National Finals. The 2021 POL 
National Semifinals will take place 
on Sunday, May 2nd and the 2021 
POL National Finals will take place 
on Thursday, May 27th. Both will be 
video submission-based 
competitions and will be streamed 
on arts.gov. 
Over the past 16 years, Poetry Out Loud has 
reached more than 3 million students and 
45,000 teachers from 10,000 schools nation- 
wide. The winner of today’s competition will 
advance to the Poetry Out Loud National 
Finals, where $50,000 in awards and school 
stipends will be distributed. 

 
Live Broadcast. The Poetry Out Loud 
National Finals will be webcast live. For 
broadcast information, visit www.poetry- 
outloud.org/competition/national-finals. 

 
FOLLOW POETRY OUT LOUD 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

 
Facebook 
@azartscommission 

 
Twitter 
@azartscomm 
@PoetryOutLoud 
@NEAarts 

 
Instagram 
@azartscomm 
@NEAarts 

 
Tag 
#POL21 
#iampoetryoutloud 

http://arts.gov/


 
 
 
 

The Arizona Commission on the Arts would like to give special thanks to the following 2021 Arizona 
Poetry Out Loud national and regional partners and venue. 

 

NATIONAL PARTNERS 
The National Endowment for the Arts is an independent federal agen- 
cy that funds, promotes, and strengthens the creative capacity of our 
communities by providing all Americans with diverse opportunities for arts 
participation. 

The Poetry Foundation, publisher of Poetry magazine, is an indepen- 
dent literary organization committed to a vigorous presence for poetry 
in our culture. It exists to discover and celebrate the best poetry and to 
place it before the largest possible audience. 

PARTNERS 
Central Region: Phonetic Spit. Through the intersections of Literary 
Arts, Youth Development, and Social Justice programs, Phonetic Spit 
creates Brave Space to empower young and emerging adults to find, 
develop and publicly present their voices as agents of societal change. 

Southern Region: The University of Arizona Poetry Center is a leading 
literary institution and a living archive of poetry. As a premier example of a 
thriving public/private partnership, the Poetry Center connects the Univer- 
sity of Arizona with the greater literary community in Tucson and beyond. 

Northern Region: Northern Arizona University (NAU) is a public uni- 
versity whose academic programs, research, public service, and creative 
endeavors enrich lives and create opportunities in Arizona and beyond. 

RE:FRAME Youth Arts Center is a place for and by young folks to artis- 
tically resist the decentering of their power, rights, and identities. 

CYAZ is a student-led organization dedicated to encouraging and 
supporting the creation, publication, and exhibition of language and 
media arts from Arizona’s middle and high school students. 

STATE FINALS HOST 
Burton Barr Central Library is the main branch of Phoenix Public Library, 
serving the metropolitan area of Phoenix. Its mission is focused on what 
it can do for and with people in our communities. Phoenix Public Libary 
is a cornerstone that supports early literacy, education, entrepreneurship, 
empowerment, and engagement. 

ABOUT THE ARIZONA COMMISSION ON THE ARTS 
One of 56 state and jurisdictional arts agencies across the United States, 
the Arizona Commission on the Arts is a 53-year-old agency of the State 
of Arizona and a leading force in the creative and professional develop- 
ment of Arizona’s arts sector. Through robust programs, research initiatives 
and strategic grantmaking, the Arts Commission catalyzes arts-based 
partnerships that strengthen Arizona communities through the arts. 

We imagine an Arizona where everyone can participate in and experience the arts. 

Front Cover Photo Credits (left to right): 2017 Arizona State Champion Kellen Vu, Arizona School for the Arts, Phoenix. (Photo by 
James Kegley.) 2018 Arizona State Champion, Sophie Weinzinger, Coconino High School, Flagstaff. (Photo by James Kegley.) 2019 Arizona 
State Champion Edgardo Andres Aguilar, Desert View High School, Tucson. (Photo by James Kegley.) 
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For more information on Poetry Out Loud, 
visit www.poetryoutloud.org or www.azarts.gov/pol. 

http://www.poetryoutloud.org/
http://www.azarts.gov/pol
http://www.azarts.gov/pol
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