
 

 

 

Collaborators, Team Mentors, and Presenters  
 
The list below includes names of persons affiliated with the AZ Creative Communities Institute as team mentors, 
subject matter resources, session presenters, and initiative partners at any point in the 2+ year engagement. 
Listed affiliations are not comprehensive.  
 
Maribel Alvarez: Folklorist, Jim Griffith Chair of Public Folklore, University of Arizona 
 
Ricky Araiza: Artist; Former AZ CCI Senior Coordinator, Arizona State University 
 
Casey Blake: Director of Marketing and Public Relations, Mesa Arts Center 
 
Elizabeth Burden: Artist; Chief Executive and Creative Officer, ParticipationINK, LLC  
 
Erik Cole: Director, Design Studio for Community Solutions, Arizona State University 
 
Jennifer Gilligan Cole: Executive Director, National Accelerator, Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts, 
Arizona State University  
 
Brad DeBiase: Programs and Grants Coordinator, Arizona Commission on the Arts 
 
Nikki DeLeon: Chief External Affairs Officer, Phoenix Art Museum 
 
Jaime Dempsey: Executive Director, Arizona Commission on the Arts  
 
Erin Donohue: Project Manager, Liz Lerman LLC 
 
Kimi Eisele: Artist; Communications Manager, Southwest Folklife Alliance  
 
Estrella Esquilín: Artist; Program Manager, National Accelerator, Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts, 
Arizona State University  
 
Greg Esser: Artist; Founder, Roosevelt Row Community Development Corporation 
 
Danielle Foushée: Artist/Designer; Assistant Professor of Visual Communication Design, Arizona State University 
 
Raji Ganesan: Artist; Educator 
 
Liz Lerman: Artist; Institute Professor, Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts, Arizona State University  
 



 

 

 

Dr. Maria Rosario Jackson: Expert in Urban Planning; Institute Professor, Herberger Institute for Design and the 
Arts, Arizona State University  
 
Leia Maahs: Managing Director, Southwest Folklife Alliance 
 
David Martinez III: Director of Capacity Building and Community Engagement, Vitalyst Health Foundation 
 
Yvonne Montoya: Artist; Founding Director, Safos Dance Theatre 
 
Thameenah “Ty” Muhammad: Apprentice Artist, Rising Youth Theatre 
 
Gabriela Muñoz: Artist; Program Coordinator Senior, National Accelerator, Herberger Institute for Design and 
the Arts, Arizona State University  
 
Alex Nelson: Deputy Director, Arizona Commission on the Arts  
 
Milta Ortiz: Artist; Marketing/Outreach Director, Borderlands Theater 
 
Samuel Peña: Artist; Assistant Program Manager, Consortium for Innovation and Transformation in Music 
Education, School of Music, Arizona State University  
 
Marc Pinate: Artist; Producing Director, Borderlands Theater 
 
Jacob Pinholster: Associate Dean of Policy and Initiatives, Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts, Arizona 
State University 
 
Quinn Purcell: Apprentice Artist, Rising Youth Theatre 
 
Michael Rohd: Artist; Institute Professor, Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts, Arizona State University  
 
M. Jenea Sanchez: Artist; Founder and President, Border Arts Corridor 
 
Michael S.C. Soto: Executive Director, Equality Arizona 
 
Sarah Sullivan: Founder, Rising Youth Theatre 
 
Deborah Sussman: Senior Communications Specialist, Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts, Arizona State 
University  
 
Dr. Steven J. Tepper: Dean, Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts, Arizona State University 



 

 

 

 
Marilyn Torres: Storytelling Faculty, South Mountain Community College Institute 
 
Xanthia Angel Walker: Founder, Rising Youth Theatre 
 
Liz Warren: Storytelling Institute Director, South Mountain Community College Institute 
 
Phil Weaver-Stoesz: Director, Catalyst Creative 
 
Steve Wilcox: Communications Director, Arizona Commission on the Arts  
 
Vinny Viti, Videographer  
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