
16A || FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 2016 || THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC

I was, and now I am.

So much goes into the saying of those few words.

Sometimes this change is sweetness,

A kiss, a caress. Sometimes,

Nothing warns us. It cannot be thought by us.

It is done to us. A gun,

An earthquake, a flood — any of the muscular

Horrors of this world.

In those instances, we don’t ask for it,

We don’t get to take a deep breath,

It is simply the end of the chapter

And Page One of the next. We are thrown

Into the deep water and we are angry,

We are angry, we are angry.

We could not swim, but now we are swimming—

We have to swim.

It is not fair. It is never fair.

We have no chance to be part of the decision

That changes us.

We were, and then we are. Regrettably,

We are not alone. If it is one of us,

It is all of us, so many of us.

We were, and now we are.

Sweetness or cruelty, suddenness, shock,

A rough touch that could be either:

We are changed.

If it has been a kiss, our lives are turned powerfully

Toward lightness.

But when it is not sweetness, not a kiss,

We live the rest of our lives as someone else,

But someone who is still us.

If we had a gun, because we did have a gun,

If things had gone differently, better,

If the rehab had been more effective,

Had God stepped in, had anyone heard:

We would be living in the regular world.

We could look at the rabbits along the highway

And the blue, ragged mountains in the distance

Like anyone.

But, five years after something happens to us

We are not the anyone.

The jackrabbits and the Tucson Mountains—

We love them, not easily but fiercely, fiercely

In the new way we have had to find.

We love them as who we are now.

We love because that’s what’s left.
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Five Years Later

G
ov. Doug Ducey has made two im-
portant recent appointments:
Clint Bolick to the Arizona Su-
preme Court and Andy Tobin to
the Arizona Corporation Com-
mission. Both are revealing in
their own way.

Bolick was an impressively bold
choice. He is a nationally known libertar-
ian litigator and legal scholar.

Bolick believes judges should en-
force the plain-language constitutional
limitations on government action that
Arizona courts have spent decades dilut-
ing, eroding and wishing away. He will
be an intellectual force from the right, in
much the same way as Stanley Feldman
was from the left in the 1980s and 1990s.

Ducey knew that there would be a
sharply polarized reaction to the Bolick
appointment: loud hosannas from the
right; righteous raspberries from the
left. And he made it anyway.

Ducey said he wants to be a transfor-
mative conservative reformer. This has
been dismissed in some quarters as polit-
ical prattle he felt he needed to say to get
elected but didn’t really mean. Instead,
he would be a pragmatic businessman as
governor, largely eschewing ideology.

I think Ducey is, at root, a conviction
conservative with big ambitions. His
business pragmatism is a tool in service
to achieving his political objectives, not
his political core.

The Bolick appointment was more
than just filling a seat on the state Su-
preme Court. It was a statement by Du-
cey of who he is and what he wants to ac-
complish.

The Tobin appointment, on the other
hand, was utterly pedestrian.

Tobin has a business background, but
not expertise on the matters that come
before the commission.

In just a year, Tobin has headed up
three different agencies in the Ducey ad-
ministration. That might be argued to
give him some policy depth, if he had
spent more than about a minute and a
half at any one of them.

Instead, Tobin was a safe political
choice. The commission is run entirely
by Republicans and is in a world of politi-
cal hurt. Tobin was an inoffensive speak-
er of the Arizona House. He’s a nice guy.
No one really dislikes him. He is unlikely
to get the place into even more political
hot water.

The contrast with what Bruce Babbitt

did with his appointments to the commis-
sion is instructive.

Gov. Babbitt actually had four such
appointments during his tenure. For the
first, Babbitt did as Ducey has done,
made a safe political choice for his party.

For the other three, however, Babbitt
reached into academia and appointed
subject matter experts. He appointed a
law professor and an economist from the
University of Arizona and a business
professor from ASU.

In those days, there were only three
commissioners. At one point, two of Bab-
bitt’s technocratic appointees actually
constituted a commission majority. It
was the smoothest and most sensibly the
commission has run in my four decades
of observation.

So far, the Ducey administration ap-
pears better at politics than policy.

This may be unfair, since I don’t know
everyone on Ducey’s team well. But his
administration seems stacked with peo-
ple who are skilled at the politics of poli-
cymaking. 

It seems short on the policy wonks
who come up with the big and small ideas
to reform government.

In business terms, Ducey Inc. seems

strong on marketing but weak on re-
search and development.

If Ducey truly wants to be a transfor-
mative conservative reformer, that’s a
problem. Reform begins with the ideas.

As I say, it’s still early. But where the
Ducey administration has initiated rath-
er than reacted, things haven’t gone well.

In the campaign, Ducey’s idea was to
fund the wait lists for popular K-12 pro-
grams. But the Achievement District he
advanced to accomplish that was a dud.

Another big idea is to reform the
school finance formula to make existing
money go further and be more condu-
cive to school choice. However, the com-
mittee Ducey appointed to take this on
was ill-designed for the purpose and is
floundering.

The Bolick appointment symbolizes
Ducey’s ambition to be a transformative
conservative reformer and do big
things. The Tobin appointment symbol-
izes doubt about whether he is develop-
ing the capabilities necessary to actually
accomplish that.

Reach Robb at 
robert.robb@arizonarepublic.com.
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What Bolick, Tobin appointments say about Gov. Ducey

The issues that surround the tragedy of Jan. 8, 2011 have been debated and disputed before, and will be debated disputed again. Instead, on this
day, we offer a space for reflection. Arizona Poet Laureate Alberto Rios has partnered with The Republic to present a poem to mark today.
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