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Where do common core and the arts intersect? 

• using dance in social studies and reading improves memory 
• create original songs and movement/dance in schools from poetry 
• for Dance/movement, using the academic vocabulary related to dance 
• vocabulary: once the kids understand the word they remember it and use it; it comes alive 
• show me in 5 steps the meaning of the word; can teach and asses using this method; can ask 

why they interpreted the word in that way 
• stimulates dialogue; dance is meaning making through movement; a tool to asses prior 

knowledge 
 
As a new teacher, how do I address all the standards and still create a performance? 

• don’t worry about addressing all of the AZ standards, it’s impossible; look at your curriculum 
and focus on what is important to your students and your product 

• look at your end goals to structure your process; weave in the standards into what you’re doing 
• decide what you want to teach, what you’re passionate about and look to see what standards 

you can cover doing that 
• what is the “so what” of what you are teaching; figure out what you want the kids to get, then 

plan the lessons to get them there, then assess what standards you can cover 
• bring the parents along, the parents are not experts, you are, so have the kids tell them what 

they are doing 
• there is no mandate to integrate common core into your arts area but it is good idea 
• the Understanding by Design model is great; find it, learn it, use it 

o Understanding by Design is a model for instruction where you start with what you want 
to teach, what’s important that they should know, then look at standards addressed, 
then figure out your assessment, how do I now they got it, then figure out how to get 
them to that understanding, day by day. This leads up to show me, show me your 
process. Also have a pretest, know your baseline before you begin so you can 
see/show growth.  http://www.ascd.org/research-a-topic/understanding-by-design-
resources.aspx  

• what we do best in the arts is showing our process/work and receive and incorporate 
feedback/criticism 

• talk to the person who is making the standards test, see what they want you to cover   
 
Other comments: 

• we don’t yet know how the common core will be tested; common assessments still be 
developed 

• rubrics: training needed, steal good ones, and adapt for your purposes; good ones are hard to 
create so start with one and adjust 

• write your assessments first before implementing your practice; take your time to develop your 
curriculum and ask for help and feedback from more experienced teachers; no shame there 

• teachers need more time to develop this curriculum and education for core teachers about arts 
too 
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