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Welcome and Introductions 

 
First Round 

 
Break 

 
Second Round 

 
Break 

 
Recognition of Student Contestants 

 
Announcement of Three Finalists 
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Destiny Baird 
Coconino High School, Flagstaff, AZ 
I have lived in Flagstaff most of my life. I take and teach classes at the All That 
Dance studio. In my spare time, I enjoy reading and playing with my animals. 
When I grow up, I hope to go into the medical field. 

 
 

Laramie Pajkos 
Coconino High School, Flagstaff, AZ 
I am an adamant poet. I have lived all my life in Flagstaff and love it. This 
summer after the Schulz Fire devastated the mountain that I grew up with, my 
neighborhood prepared for the worst. My sister and I threw over 17 tons of 
sandbags to redirect the 24 floods that ripped through our yards. The floods 
have become a part of me. 
 

 
 

Nick Mahon 
Flagstaff High School, Flagstaff, AZ 
Nick Mahon is a senior at Flagstaff High School, and will attend the University 
of Arizona's Honors College next year, where he will study political science. 
He is on his school's cross country, and speech and debate teams, and his 
interests include, surprisingly, reading, running, debating, volunteering and 
being a nerd.  

 
 

 
Reid Carter 
Flagstaff High School, Flagstaff, AZ 
Reid Carter is a senior at Flagstaff High School. He is not certain about many 
of his future plans, but he is positive that he wants to work as some sort of 
writer. His interests are writing, swimming, writing, debating, poetry and more 
writing. 
 

 

Grace Barker 
Kingman High School, Kingman, AZ 
Poetry to me is something beautiful and expressive, it gives insight into life; 
that is why I enjoy writing my own poetry. I love to read, write, I love music, 
and my family. But I wish to spend my future as a doctor; I want to go to a 4 
year university where I can study pre- medicine, and create a future where I 
can help others. 

 

Dianna Brackney 
Kingman High School, Kingman, AZ 
Dianna believes that poetry is something that cannot be faked, or forced, that 
poetry is the most sincere form of expression. She says, "poetry is all human 
nature, unabridged and unrefined." Dianna joined POL because she 
appreciates the idea of expressing yourself just right with words. Dianna loves 
poetry, anime, Eminem, and Comedy Central; she also loves to act, write, and 
draw in her spare time. She wishes to learn Japanese and become a cake 
designer. Dianna is going to attend NAU and plans to major in psychology and 
writing to become a psychologist, fiction writer and voice actor. 

 

Cy Despain 
Mogollon High School, Heber-Overgaard, AZ 
I live on a ranch outside my hometown. I ride bulls and team rope. I have 
flagged down a bus from my horse before. I love going to a school with an 
enrollment of less than 170 students. I am close to becoming an eagle scout. 



 

 
 

Tyler Myers 
Mogollon High School, Heber-Overgaard, AZ 
Tyler divides his busy schedule between football, wrestling, and baseball. 
Whatever time he finds leftover, he spends at his family's store in Winslow. 

 
 

Alina Burniston-Perez 
Sedona Red Rock High School, Sedona, AZ 
Alina is an aspiring pianist.  She enjoys sculpting, running and playing volleyball.  
She also loves bunnies and delicious food. 
 

 
 

Jacob Seemann 
Sedona Red Rock High School, Sedona, AZ 
Jacob Seemann is in his senior year at Sedona Red Rock High School.  He has 
participated in Poetry Out Loud every year of his high school career.  In 
addition, he works with the Sedona Youth Slam Poetry Team, Young Voices Be 
Heard, or alternatively, The Business.  He and his friends spend way too much 
time trying to be clever, and his one weakness is winter fresh gum. 
 

 
 

MeKenzie Hawley 
Seligman High School, Seligman, AZ 
Southern born and bred, MeKenzie Hawley now resides in rural northern 
Arizona. Being a ninth grader at Seligman High has enabled her to explore 
several sports, as well as other interests like creative writing, photography and 
cooking. MeKenzie has an artistic soul, and loves to express herself as a 
performer in several venues. 
 

 
 

Kylie Newman 
Seligman High School, Seligman, AZ 
A native Arizonian, Kylie Newman now resides in rural northern Arizona. Raised 
on a ranch, Kylie is a member of the FFA and loves spending quality time 
outdoors with her family. A voracious reader, she enjoys reading romance 
novels. For inspiration and motivation in her poetry recitation, she draws upon 
her knowledge of reading and musical interests. 
 

 
 

Jake Levin 
Tri-City College Preparatory High School, Prescott, AZ 
Jake Levin is a sophomore at TCP. He has two brothers, a dog, a pig, and 
eleven chickens. He enjoys riding horses, branding cattle, playing basketball, 
and listening to and playing music. He also enjoys hanging out with friends and 
other outdoor activities. 
 

 

Jacob Servedio 
Tri-City College Preparatory High School, Prescott, AZ 
Jacob is a sophomore at TCP, where his interests include History and Drama. 
He looks forward to attending a college on the east coast and plans to be a 
Spanish teacher. 
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