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Partners
Arizona Commission on the Arts

ASU’s Education Partnerships

Virginia G. Piper Center for Creative Writing

Creative Writing Program at ASU
Desert Nights, Rising Stars Writers Conference 

Hosted by 
Arizona State University’s Young Writers Program

 and the Arizona Commission on the Arts

Young Writers Program (YWP) is a 4th–12th grade arts-based, stan-
dards-aligned creative writing outreach program with a focus on serv-
ing underserved communities. YWP provides the K-12 community with 
trained teaching artists and other arts-based resources to improve stu-
dent writing. 

Young Writers Program Staff 
 Sean Nevin, Director

Renee Simms, Instructional Specialist/Teaching Artist

Salima Keegan, Managing Editor 
Faculty Advisors: Alberto Ríos and Norman Dubie



3:45 - 4:15 pm	SCORE  TABULATION, ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIGHEST SCORES, & CERTIFICATES DISTRIBUTED
4:15 - 5:00 pm	BREAK	
5:00 - 5:15 pm	 PIMA ROOM	CHECK -IN AND ORIENTATION FOR FINALISTS AND JUDGES		
5:15 - 6:00 pm	 PIMA ROOM 	FINAL  ROUND (1 HEAT)
6:00 - 6:10 pm	 POETRY PERFORMANCE BY MYRLIN HEPWORTH 
		SCORE   TABULATION	
6:10 - 6:15 pm	ANNOUNCEMENT  OF THREE STATE SEMIFINALISTS	

Ventana A	
Julianna Rivera		  “A Locked House”  by W. D. Snodgrass	  
Cita Salazar		  “a song in the front yard”  by Gwendolyn Brooks	
Mati Aamed		  “A Dream Within a Dream”  by Edgar Allen Poe	
Carly Bates		  “A Dream Within a Dream”  by Edgar Allen Poe	
Katya Tobias		  “Who Understand Me but Me”  by Jimmy Santiago Baca	
Jay Grollman		  “Kubla Khan” by Samuel Taylor Coleridge	  
Ryan Smith		  “Dulce et Decorum Est” by Wilfred Owen	  
Conner Wareing		  “Miniver Cheevy” by Edwin Arlington Robinson	
Gary S. Williams, Jr. 	 “Booker T. and W.E.B.” by Dudley Randall	  
Precious Kendrick	 	 “Dirge Without Music” by Edna St. Vincent Millay	
Sarah Winch		  “Becoming a Redwood” by Dana Gioia	  
Christina Allen		  “Fire and Ice” by Robert Frost	  
Sally Jimenez		  “Trees” by Joyce Kilmer	  
Elizabeth Andronic		  “Time Does Not Bring Relief: You All Have Lied” by Edna St. Vincent Millay	
Thuyngan Tran		  “Snowflake” by William Baer	

	
“A Boat Beneath a Sunny Sky” by Lewis Carroll

“Romance” by Claude McKay

“Song to Celia” by Ben Jonson

“The Tyger” by William Blake

“The More Loving One” by W. H. Auden

“We Wear the Mask” by Paul Laurence Dunbar

“The Last Laugh” by Wilfred Owen

“The Powwow at the End of the World” by Sherman Alexie

“First Poem for You” by Kim Addonizio

“Thoughtless Cruelty” by Charles Lamb

“To the Desert” by Benjamin Alire Sáenz

“I carry your heart with me (I carry it in)” by E. E. Cummings

“The Lamb” by Linda Gregg

“Solitude” by Ella Wheeler Wilcox

“Deliberate” by Amy Uyematsu

“I carry your heart with me (I carry it in) by E. E. Cummings

“Yet Do I Marvel” by Countee Cullen

“Harlem” by Langston Hughes

“War Widow” by Chris Abani

“The Soldier” by Rupert Brooke

“The Maldive Shark” by Herman Melville

“A Psalm of Life” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

“Gitanjali 35” by Rabindranath Tagore

“Broken Promises” by David Kirby

“Here is an Ear Hear” by Victor Hernández Cruz

“Eagle Poem” by Joy Harjo

“The Tyger” by William Blake

“Give All to Love” by Ralph Waldo Emerson

	
“Women” by Louise Bogan

“A Boat Beneath a Sunny Sky” by Lewis Carroll

“Invictus” by William Ernest Heley

“Hysteria” by Dionisio D. Martinez

“Broken Promises” by David Kirby

“Traveling through the Dark” by William E. Stafford

“Ozymandia” by Percy Bysshe Shelley

“Equus Caballus” by Joel Nelson

“My Last Duchess” by Robert Browning

“For Love” by Robert Creeley

“Flounder” by Natasha Trethewey

“Hope” is the thing with feathers” by Emily Dickinson

“To My Dear and Loving Husband” by Anne Bradstreet

“Thoughtless Cruelty” by Charles Lamb

“In the Desert” by Stephen Crane

Ventana C	
Nathan Seth Krickler	 “A Fit of Rhyme of against Rhyme” by Ben Jonson

Joshua T. Stanton		  “A Red, Red Rose” by Robert Burns

Leanna Draper		  “How do I love? Let me count the Ways” by Elizabeth B. Browning

Travis Marino		  “A Dream Within a Dream” by Edgar Allan Poe

Nissrin Samer Chiban	 “Poetry” by Marianne Moore

Casey Haray		  “I Am” by John Clare

Mariah Katayama		  “Before the Birth of One of Her Children” by Anne Bradstreet

Gabriel Vazquez		  “Cartoon Physics, part 1” by Nick Flynn

Angie Martinez		  “Sweetness” by Stephen Dunn

Sophia Elizabeth Wahlgren	 “Dulce et Decorum Est” by Willfred Owen

Victor Barreras		  “She Walks in Beauty” by Lord Byron (George Gordon)
Hosanna Chism		  “A Dream Within a Dream” by Edgar Allan Poe

Lindsey Bulloch		  “Revenge” by Letitia Elizabeth Landon

Saron Strait		  “I Am the People, the Mob” by Carl Sandburg

Pima	
Sandra Quintana		  “A Dream Within a Dream” by Edgar Allan Poe

Corazon Villa		  “She Walks in Beauty” by Lord Byron (George Gordon)
Marcus Graham		  “Shall earth no more inspire thee” by Emily Jane Bronte

J. D. Powell		  “The More Loving One” by W. H. Auden

Kennedy Murray		  “Life in a Love” by Robert Browning

Rajan Patel		  “Ozymandias” by Percy Bysshe Shelley

Silvana Montesinos	 	 “Thoughts in a Zoo” by Countee Cullen

Grant Suggs		  “I Am” by John Clare

Marissa Diaz		  “I Am the People, the Mob” by Carl Sandburg

Alejandro Ramirez	 	 “Alone” by Edgar Allan Poe

Arcelia Isais		  “Scary Movies” by Kim Addonizio

Araceli Loera		  “Who Understands Me but Me” by Jimmy Santiago Baca

Kate Gregory		  “No Moon Floods the Memory of That Night” by Etheridge Knight

Codie Wallace		  “Fairy-tale Logic”by A. E. Stallings

WELCOME	 	 	
ROUND ONE		H  eat One: 1:00-2:15

	
Heat Two: 2:30 - 3:45

Ventana A	
Julianna Rivera			    
Cita Salazar			 
Mati Aamed			 
Carly Bates			 
Katya Tobias			 
Jay Grollman			    
Ryan Smith			    
Conner Wareing			 
Gary S. Williams, Jr. 		   
Precious Kendrick	 		
Sarah Winch			    
Christina Allen			    
Sally Jimenez			    
Elizabeth Andronic		
Thuyngan Tran		

Ventana C	
Nathan Seth Krickler	
Joshua T. Stanton		
Leanna Draper		
Travis Marino		
Nissrin Samer Chiban	
Casey Haray		
Mariah Katayama		
Gabriel Vazquez		
Angie Martinez		
Sophia Elizabeth Wahlgren	
Victor Barreras		
Hosanna Chism		
Lindsey Bulloch		
Saron Strait		

Pima	
Sandra Quintana		
Corazon Villa		
Marcus Graham		
J. D. Powell	
Kennedy Murray		
Rajan Patel		
Silvana Montesinos	 	
Grant Suggs		
Marissa Diaz		
Alejandro Ramirez	 	
Arcelia Isais		
Araceli Loera		
Kate Gregory		
Codie Wallace		


