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This online newsletter from the Arts Learning Department at the Arizona Commission on the Arts 
intends to provide you with current, important information from the Arts Learning and Teaching 
Artist fields and to support vital, substantive arts learning throughout the state. We look forward to 
serving your arts learning interests and needs. 
 

Congratulations to Arts Commission Teaching Artist Roster 
artist and ASU Teachers College alumna, Susan Bendix, Ph.D., 
'10, for earning the 2011 Outstanding Dissertation Award from 
the American Educational Research Association's Narrative 
Research group. Her dissertation is entitled "The Accidental 
Curricularist: the Building of a Dance Curriculum through Artistic 
and Improvisational Practice." 

AzCASE Accepting Nominations for Afterschool Excellence 
Awards 
DEADLINE: June 15, 2011 
The Arizona Center for Afterschool Excellence announces that 
nominations are now open for the annual Awards of Excellence, 
recognizing afterschool staff, programs and leaders throughout 
the state of Arizona for their exemplary work in delivering quality 
child development programs in afterschool settings. Awards will 
be given in three categories: Individual, Program, & Leadership.
http://azafterschool.org/Events/Awards-of-Excellence-
Luncheon.aspx 
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National Guild for Community Arts Education's Engaging 
Adolescents Guide 
Meaningful engagement in arts education can have a life-
changing impact on teens, as well as benefit your organization 
and community. Engaging Adolescents: Building Youth 
Participation in the Arts outlines a holistic approach that 
integrates arts learning with principles of youth development. It 
is designed to help staff and faculty develop new programs and 
services for teens or to rethink and strengthen programs they 
already offer. 
http://www.nationalguild.org/programs/engagingadolescents.htm 
 
 
What School Leaders Can Do to Increase Arts Education 
The Arts Education Partnership’s latest publication,What School 
Leaders Can Do to Increase Arts Education, offers three 
concrete actions school principals can take to increase arts 
education in their schools. Each action is supported with several 

In this issue:

Awards 
 
New Publications 
 
Current Research 

Upcoming Workshops 

Opportunities 

Useful Websites 
 
Funding 

 

Capitalizing on Arizona's Arts 
and Culture: Outcomes of the 
98th Arizona Town Hall 
http://www.azarts.gov/news-
resources/news/outcomes-of-
the-98th-arizona-town-hall/ 

Send us your feedback! Tell 
us what you think of the Arts 
Learning Newsletter, send us a 
story or suggest something 
you'd like to see in the next 
issue. Please feel free to send 
your comments and requests 
for content information to 
artslearningnews@azarts.gov.



low-cost or no-cost strategies that other school leaders have 
used and found to be effective. 
http://www.aep-arts.org/publications/info.htm?publication_id=36 

Winning America’s Future Through Creative Schools 
The President's Committee on the Arts and the Humanities has 
released “Reinvesting in Arts Education: Winning America’s 
Future Through Creative Schools,” an in-depth review of the 
current condition of arts education. Based on research, 
meetings with stakeholders, and site visits all over the country, it 
makes recommendations to federal, state and local 
policymakers. 
http://www.pcah.gov/resources/re-investing-through-arts-
educationwinning-americas-future-through-creative-schools  

back to top 
 

Strategic National Arts Alumni Project National Report 
The Strategic National Arts Alumni Project (SNAAP) is an 
annual online survey, data management, and institutional 
improvement system designed to track the lives and careers of 
arts graduates and enhance the impact of arts-school 
education. SNAAP partners with degree-granting institutions to 
administer the survey to their arts graduates and recently 
published the 2010 survey findings in the national reportForks in 
the Road: The Many Paths of Arts Alumni. 
http://snaap.indiana.edu/  
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Arts Education Partnership Fall 2011 National Forum 
September 15 – 16, 2011, San Francisco 
Early Registration: June 13 – 19, 2011 
The AEP fall forum, “Transforming Urban School Systems 
Through the Arts,” will focus on a national conversation about 
how arts learning can help reclaim our urban school systems 
and re-engineer the future of America’s cities. 
http://www.aep-arts.org/forums/SF2011.htm 
 
2011 Arizona Afterschool Conference - The Power of 
Afterschool: Discovering Each Child’s Passion and 
Potential 
November 19, 2011, Phoenix Convention Center 
The 19th annual Afterschool Conference hosted by the Arizona 
Center for Afterschool Excellence, is the only annual statewide 
professional development conference for afterschool 
administrators and staff. The conference will feature keynote 
speaker, Dr. Gale K. Gorke, President of Kids Kan, as well as 
36 workshops highlighting new ideas and best practices 
required for youth development professionals to remain current 
in the afterschool field. 
http://azafterschool.org/Events/Annual-Conference.aspx 
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Call for Workshop Presenters: Arizona Afterschool 
Conference 
The Arizona Center for Afterschool Excellence is currently 
accepting workshop proposals for the 2011 Arizona Afterschool 
Conference. Presentations should be designed to address key 
afterschool issues and program ideas for K-12 youth and could 
address topics such as youth development, youth and parent 
engagement, arts and literacy and more. 
http://azafterschool.org/Events/Annual-Conference/2011-Call-
for-PRESENTERS.aspx  
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Educational Theatre Association Launches EdTV 
The Educational Theatre Association has launched EdTV, a 
collection of video and audio files, most of which were produced 
by EdTA. EdTV brings innovation to the website, giving the 
theatre education community a central place for learning new 
things about the field. The site features theatre makeup how-
tos; videos from Thespian Festival; video diaries from the EdTA 
student leaders; and more. 
http://schooltheatre.org/edtv 
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Pioneer Drama Service Theatre Production Grants 
DEADLINE: June 30, 2011 
Pioneer Drama Service is proud to offer Touching Lives 
Through Theatre Grants available for the upcoming 2011-12 
school year. Qualifying middle and high schools can apply for 
credit grants at Pioneer Drama Service to be used for 
production materials, royalty fees, texts, DVDs and makeup. 
Each grant is intended to help create a complete drama 
experience for students in a school and must be used to stage 
at least one theatrical production. 
http://www.touchinglivesthroughtheatregrants.com/default.htm 
 
ASCAP Foundation Music Grants 
LETTER OF INTENT DEADLINE: August 1, 2011 
The ASCAP Foundationis dedicated to supporting American 
music creators and encouraging their development through 
music education and talent development programs. The 
foundation considers proposals from 501(c)(3) organizations 
engaging in music education and talent development programs 
that are consistent with the mission and objectives of the 
ASCAP Foundation and which support music education 
programs for aspiring songwriters and composers. 
http://www.ascapfoundation.org/grants.html 
 
National Endowment for the Arts Grants for Arts Education 



 

DEADLINE: August 11, 2011 
The National Endowment for the Arts grants for school-based 
projects fund projects that are directly connected to the school 
curriculum and instructional program. Activities may take place 
in or outside of the school building at any time of the day. This 
includes after-school and summer enrichment programs that are 
formally connected to school curricula. Projects must be based 
on a curriculum that aligns with national or state arts education 
standards and include assessment of participant learning. 
http://www.arts.gov/grants/apply/Artsed.html  

AHC Arizona Centennial Grant Proposals 
DEADLINE: Multiple 
The Arizona Humanities Council (AHC) is pleased to request 
proposals for projects which commemorate the 100th 
Anniversary of Arizona Statehood by connecting Arizonans to 
the humanities through public programming. AHC encourages 
eligible applicants from communities across Arizona whose 
projects explore, preserve, and share Arizona history in the 
context of statehood, as well as projects that address the 
meaning of statehood through the humanities as Arizona moves 
into the next century. 
http://www.azhumanities.org/ggrants5.php 
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Thank you for subscribing to the Arizona Commission on the Arts Arts Learning Newsletter. For 
more information about the Arizona Commission on the Arts, visit our website at www.azarts.gov. 

Arts Learning Staff  
Alex Nelson, Interim Arts Learning Director, anelson@azarts.gov 


