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This online newsletter from the Arts Learning Department at the Arizona 
Commission on the Arts intends to provide you with current, important information 
from the Arts Learning and Teaching Artist fields and to support vital, substantive 
arts learning throughout the state. We look forward to serving your arts learning 
interests and needs. 

stART Events Coming to a City 
Near You!  

Guest presenters and staff of 
the Arizona Commission on the 

Arts are currently moving around the state to 
facilitate the Building an Artistic Future for 
Arizona community workshop series. This series 
of workshops includes a variety of offerings for 
artists, arts administrators, teaching artists, arts 
educators, arts advocates and more. 

For teaching artists and educators, the Arts 
Commission will again be offering the arts learning 
focused stART events. Designed to bring teaching 
artists, educators, arts specialists, District Arts 
Coordinators, social service organizations, local arts 
organizations and presenters together in their own 
community, stART events offer professional 
development, networking opportunities, and 
resource building for arts learning professionals. 

stART events continue in Mesa on Saturday, 
January 22, 2011, with stART Connecting, a 
networking and resource building opportunity. 

For a full list of the cities, dates and workshop 
offerings, visit http://www.azarts.gov/opportunities-
events/presentations-and-workshops/. 

back to top 

Announcing the NEW 2011-2012 
Teaching Artist Roster

The Arizona Commission on the 
Arts is pleased to introduce the 
2011-2012 Teaching Artist Roster, 
an online juried directory of 
professional artists with expertise in 
engaging schools and communities 
in meaningful arts learning 
experiences. 

The online directory promotes quality Arizona artists 
with the skills and sensibilities of educators, and 
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Send us your feedback! Tell 
us what you think of the Arts 
Learning Newsletter, send us 
a story or suggest something 
you'd like to see in the next 
issue. Please feel free to send 
your comments and requests 
for content information to 
artslearningnews@azarts.gov. 



offers users a searchable database with access to 
streaming audio and video, literary and visual work 
samples, detailed biographies, multiple category 
search options, and a "favorites" feature to build 
tailored lists of artists. 

Get connected to an artist today by visiting the 
Teaching Artist Roster online at 
http://roster.azarts.gov. 

back to top 

Arts Learning Project Grants Now 
Available  
The application period for the Arts Commission's 
Arts Learning grants is now open! 2011-2012 
Guides to Grants have been posted to the website; 
download and review the Arts Learning Guide to 
Grants for more information about the Artist in 
Residence and Community Enrichment grants. 

The deadline to submit applications for the 2011-
2012 cycle is Thursday, March 17, 2011. 

http://www.azarts.gov/grants/organizations-and-
schools/guides/  

back to top 

National Arts and Humanities Youth Program 
Awards 
DEADLINE: January 31, 2011 
The President's Committee on the Arts and the 
Humanities, in partnership with the National 
Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, and the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services, invite applications for the 2011 
National Arts and Humanities Youth Program 
Awards, formerly the Coming Up Taller Awards. 
Awards recognize the accomplishments of 
exceptional arts and humanities after-school and 
out-of-school programs across the country.  
http://www.nahyp.org/how-to-apply/ 
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The VSA Institute 
When: Saturday, January 22, 2011 ¦ 9:00am - 
4:00pm 
Where: Mesa Historical Museum 
The Arts and Inclusive Learning seminar is a one-
day intensive that is part of the VSA arts Institute. 
Designed for teaching artists and educators, this 
interactive institute focuses on designing and 
delivering arts learning experiences that reach 
students of all abilities. Registration closes January 
21, 2011. For more information visit 



http://vsainstitute.eventbrite.com/. 

stART Connecting: Networking Opportunity 
When: Saturday, January 22, 2011 ¦ 4:00pm - 
5:00pm 
Where: Mesa Historical Museum 
Following the VSA Institute, the Arts Commission 
will be hosting a networking reception for the arts 
learning community. Share resources with 
colleagues and network with local District Arts 
Coordinators, educators and teaching artists.  
http://www.azarts.gov/opportunities-
events/presentations-and-workshops/ 

Building An Artistic Future for Arizona: SHOW 
LOW 
When: Thursday, January 27, 2011 ¦ 1:30pm - 
4:00pm 
Where: City of Show Low Council Chambers 
The Building An Artistic Future for Arizona (BAFA) 
community workshop series continues in Show Low, 
AZ with the following workshops: 

Using the Arts to Drive Tourism in Arizona 
Communities, presented by the Arizona 
Commission on the Arts  
Write Competitive Grants, presented by the 
Arizona Commission on the Arts  
You - Yes, You! - Are an Arts Advocate, and 
the Future of the Arts Depends on You, 
presented by Arizona Citizens/Action for the 
Arts  

This statewide community workshop series includes 
a variety of offerings for artists, arts administrators, 
arts educators, arts advocates and more. To find out 
when BAFA workshops will be coming to a city near 
you, visit http://www.azarts.gov/opportunities-
events/presentations-and-workshops/. 
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The Big Read Now Accepting Applications 
DEADLINE: February 1, 2011 
The Big Read, a program of the National 
Endowment for the Arts in cooperation with Arts 
Midwest, is accepting applications from nonprofit 
organizations seeking funding to conduct month-
long, community-wide reads between September 
2011 and June 2012. The Big Read is a national 
program designed to revitalize the role of literature 
in American culture. To review the guidelines and 
application instructions, visit 
http://www.neabigread.org/application_process.php. 

Call for Art: All Kids Can...CREATE!  
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: February 4, 2011 
VSA and CVS Caremark are encouraging children, 
ages 5-15, from all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia, to share their creativity by submitting 
artwork to All Kids Can...CREATE!, a national call 
for visual art. All artwork submitted before the 
deadline will be included in an online art gallery and 
considered for display in a national touring 
exhibition, which will feature two pieces of artwork 
from every state. In addition, up to five Art Teachers 



who submit student art will be eligible to receive 
$1,500 for use in their classroom. For more 
information, including eligibility, entry instructions 
and a link to the online application, visit 
www.vsarts.org/allkidscancreate and 
www.artsonia.com/allkidscancreate. 

EdSteps Launches Work Collection for 
Creativity 
The Council of Chief State School Officers 
(CCSSO) has announced the launch of its EdSteps 
program and is officially soliciting work samples that 
demonstrate creativity. EdSteps is an innovative 
online resource for teaching and assessment 
focused on five skill areas that are important to 
college and career readiness but are typically 
difficult and costly to assess: writing, global 
competence, creativity, problem solving, and 
analyzing information. EdSteps is seeking samples 
of student creativity across grade levels, subject 
areas, demographics, ability levels, and geography. 
EdSteps has been developed by CCSSO with 
support from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
Visit http://www.edsteps.org or contact 
info@edsteps.org for more information. 
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Out-of-school Time Resource from the Wallace 
Foundation 
Need a quick primer on how out-of-school time 
efforts can collect and analyze data? The Wallace 
Foundation's new "Knowledge in Brief" offers a 
short, reader-friendly look at the recent RAND 
report, Hours of Opportunity: The Power of Data to 
Improve After-School Programs. You can also 
download all three volumes of the full report from 
the Out-of-School Time Learning section of the 
Knowledge Center on the Foundation's website. 
http://www.wallacefoundation.org/Knowledge-
Center/KnowledgeTopics/CurrentAreasofFocus/Out-
Of-SchoolLearning/Documents/knowledge-in-brief-
bolstering-OST-for-city-kids.pdf 
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2011 Arts Congress 
When: Monday, February 7, 2011 ¦ 7:30am - 
4:00pm 
Where: Arizona State Capitol 
Hosted by the Arizona Citizens for the Arts, Arts 
Congress is an opportunity for arts and arts 
education supporters to speak directly with their 
elected officials about the impact and benefits of 
public funding for the arts in Arizona. This year, the 
Arizona Citizens for the Arts will be holding live and 
online training sessions throughout the month of 
January, to help prepare attendees for Arts 
Congress, review their legislative strategy and 
answer questions about the process. To register for 
Arts Congress and a free advocacy training session, 
visit https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=ef3da4. 
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National Endowment for the Arts 2011 Grant 
Application Information 
DEADLINE: Multiple 
The National Endowment for the Arts has posted 
the next round of grant application guidelines at 
http://www.arts.gov/grants/apply/. To make 
organizations aware of the changes to category 
deadlines, application requirements and review 
criteria under the new Art Works guidelines, the 
NEA has posted three presentations at 
http://arts.gov. 

Arizona Commission on the Arts Arts Learning 
Project Grants 
DEADLINE: March 17, 2011 
Artist in Residence and Community Enrichment 
grants are now available from the Arizona 
Commission on the Arts. Download and review the 
Arts Learning Guide to Grants for more information. 
http://www.azarts.gov/grants/organizations-and-
schools/guides/ 
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Thank you for subscribing to the Arizona Commission on the Arts Arts Learning 
Newsletter. For more information about the Arizona Commission on the Arts, visit 
our website at www.azarts.gov. 

Arts Learning Staff  
Mandy Buscas, Arts Learning Director, mbuscas@azarts.gov 
Alex Nelson, Arts Learning Coordinator, anelson@azarts.gov 

 


