
 

 

 
The Arts Commission remains steadfast in its efforts to provide and expand opportunities for children and youth to 
participate in and experience the arts.  Following recent budget reductions, priority was given to programs which are 
most accessible to the broadest audience.  During FY2009 and FY2010, state funds allocated for specific arts 
education grant programs were rescinded by the Arizona State Legislature, requiring that several effective initiatives 
be put on hiatus. 

 
 
Partners in 
Arts Learning 
Grant (PAL) 
 
Launched 
FY2008, hiatus 
FY2011. 
 
PAL grants 
provided funding 
for arts 
organizations to 
develop arts 
learning 
experiences to 
broaden, deepen 
and diversify their 
relationships with 
communities by 
engaging children 
and families within 
the 
neighborhoods 
they serve.   
 

 
Project Grantee Quotes 

 
University of Arizona, Poetry Center, Tucson, AZ 
“Corridos: Ballad of the Border” 
 

This year’s first place corrido, 
written at the 2009 Field Day, 
has special resonance with the 
Tucson community. Written by 
Araceli Valenzuela of Pueblo 
high school her “Corrido de Mr. 
‘V’” celebrates her grandfather, 
longtime Tucsonan and director 
of the Davis Bilingual Mariachi 
program, Alfredo Valenzuela. 
Her corrido tells the story of 
Valenzuela’s humble beginnings 
and the important work he did 

for over 30 years inspiring youth in the Tucson community to learn traditional 
mariachi music. The press clippings included in the supplementary materials 
delve into this story further. The Poetry Center was pleased to be able to 
honor a celebrated local hero and arts advocate in conjunction with the 
annual contest. 
 
Free Arts of Arizona, Phoenix, AZ 
“Arts at Desiderata” 
 
"I don't dance" is heard a lot during the first session of a Social Dance 
series. Dancing with a partner is something many Free Arts youth watch on 
TV, but is not something they ever dreamed of doing.  At a recent Social 
Dance series, one 17 year old young man took a shine to dancing. He 
gleefully told Misha and the volunteers that he practiced after class, and that 
it made him feel really good. One night he felt like cutting himself, and 
instead, he got up and danced. “It makes me feel free,” he said. 
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Step into Arts 
Learning 
Grant (SAL) 
 
Launched 
FY2008, hiatus 
FY2010.  
 
SAL grants did 
not require a 
funds match, and 
provided funds 
and technical 
assistance for 
schools and 
communities that 
had never 
received Arts 
Commission 
funding or had not 
received funding 
for three 
consecutive 
years.   
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Wigwam Creek Middle School, Litchfield Park, AZ 
“Graffiti Mural” 
 
Sixth through eighth grade 
students spray-painted the 
“six pillars of good character” 
and their mascot, a jaguar, as 
part of a class project.  This 
project brought all types of 
people together for one 
common goal – create a 
beautiful work of art for  
our school and for one of our 
teachers who recently died of 
cancer (the mural was dedicated to her for her work in Character 
Education). The best part for me was to see the school resource officer, and 
the graffiti artist, and the students, and the teachers, all come together to be 
excited about this mural that was being created with a medium that would 
normally put them on opposite sides of a controversial debate. This 
experience opened the lines of communication between people and got 
more people talking about art at our school. I hope to bring the students and 
staff together annually to create a work of art for the school.  
 
Desert Star Community School, Cornville, AZ 
“Honoring our Environment through ART” 
 
This project has encouraged us to make sure that we are clearly linking the 
arts to our curriculum.  This project has shown us the value of hands-on art 
projects to our entire community.  It has helped us link with local artists with 
whom we may interact on future projects.  We have been able to link the 
theme of the water tank mural with our Environmental Science program 
which is an important component in our charter.  The students and the ES 
teacher brainstormed ideas for the mural that were related to the work they 
do in class.  We hope that Desert Star School will have the opportunity to 
work with the AZ Commission on the Arts in the future. 

  arts learningGrant Programs on Hiatus



 

 

 
The Arts Commission remains steadfast in its efforts to provide and expand opportunities for children and youth to 
participate in and experience the arts.  Following recent budget reductions, priority was given to programs which are 
most accessible to the broadest audience.  During FY2009 and FY2010, state funds allocated for specific arts 
education grant programs were rescinded by the Arizona State Legislature, requiring that several effective initiatives 
be put on hiatus. 

 
 
Arts Learning 
Sudden 
Opportunity 
Grants 
(ALSOG) 
 
Launched 
FY2008, hiatus 
FY2010. 
 
ALSOG matching 
grants (25% 
match required) 
were awarded 
year-round as part 
of the Quick 
Turnaround 
Grants program 
and allowed 
schools and 
nonprofit 
organizations to 
take advantage of 
opportunities 
outside of the Arts 
Commission’s 
annual funding 
cycle.   
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Pearce Elementary School, Pearce, AZ 
“Quartet Sabaku Residency” 
 
A local presenter informed me they were hosting a chamber music concert 
and recommended I contact the group, Quartet Sabaku.  It sounded too 
good to be true for our little rural school to experience a professional Quartet 
play string instruments.  Thanks to your grant, we were able to engage 
fourth and firth grade students in private lessons, hands on activities and 
guided listening sessions.  Students at the conclusion were able to explain 
the properties of sound, describe the physical properties of their instrument 
and build an understanding of the relationship among music, the arts, and 
other disciplines outside the arts. The students have all written papers on 
their experience and what stands out the most, is the experience that they 
had, that they will remember for a lifetime.   
 
Sentinel Elementary, Dateland, AZ 
“Community Concert and Classes with Double Play” 
 
The flute and tuba duo, Double Play informed our Principal, that they would 
be traveling through our region.  Together we discussed that students would 
participate in a workshop entitled, the Science of Sound. All students in the 
school were able to engage in a hands on activity and perform in a concert 
for students and the community.  It was a special event for our entire student 
population of 42. Students also 
enjoyed meeting Mustang, Patrick’s 
seeing-eye dog. 
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